Readings for June 23, 2024
Imago Dei/Pride Sunday

Psalm 27

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh, it is my adversaries and foes that
shall stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up
against me, yet | will be confident.

One thing | asked of the Lord, that will | seek after: to live in the house of

the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in
his temple.

For God will hide me in a shelter in the day of trouble; God will conceal me under
the cover of his tent; God will set me high on a rock.

Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and | will offer in his
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; | will sing and make melody to the Lord.

Hear, O Lord, when | cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!

“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do | seek.

Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who
have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!
If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up.

Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen
against me, and they are breathing out violence.

| believe that | shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord.



Esther 3:1-11, 4:1-17
After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of Hammedatha

the Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the officials who were
with him. And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down and
did obeisance to Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai did not bow down or do obeisance. Then the king’s servants who were
at the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s

command?” When they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to
them, they told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai’s words would avail; for
he had told them that he was a Jew. When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow
down or do obeisance to him, Haman was infuriated. But he thought it beneath
him to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, having been told who Mordecai’s people
were, Haman plotted to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout
the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King
Ahasuerus, they cast Pur—which means “the lot” —before Haman for the day and
for the month, and the lot fell on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is
the month of Adar. Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people
scattered and separated among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom;
their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep
the king’s laws, so that it is not appropriate for the king to tolerate them. If it
pleases the king, let a decree be issued for their destruction, and | will pay ten
thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king’s
business, so that they may put it into the king’s treasuries.” So the king took his
signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite,
the enemy of the Jews. The king said to Haman, “The money is given to you, and
the people as well, to do with them as it seems good to you.”

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes
and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud
and bitter cry; he went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might
enter the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. In every province, wherever the



king’s command and his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews,
with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and
ashes. When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was
deeply distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off
his sackcloth; but he would not accept them.

Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been
appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was
happening and why. Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city
in front of the king’s gate, and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him,
and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s
treasuries for the destruction of the Jews.Mordecai also gave him a copy of the
written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther,
explain it to her, and charge her to go to the king to make supplication to him and
entreat him for her people. Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had
said.Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai,
saying, “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that if
any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called,
there is but one law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds out the
golden scepter to someone, may that person live. | myself have not been called to
come in to the king for thirty days.” When they told Mordecai what Esther had
said, Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace
you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silence at such a
time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but
you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to
royal dignity for just such a time as this.” Then Esther said in reply to
Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my
behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. | and my maids will
also fast as you do. After that | will go to the king, though it is against the law; and
if | perish, | perish.” Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had
ordered him.



Mark 3:20-35
203nd the crowd came together again, so that they could not even

eat.?!When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out
demons.” 22And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can
Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. 2°And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. 2°And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand,
but his end has come. ?’But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder
his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be
plundered.

28“Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever
blasphemies they utter; 2°but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can
never have forgiveness but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 3%or they had said, “He
has an unclean spirit.”

31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to
him and called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your
mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he
replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 3*And looking at those who sat
around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 3*Whoever does the
will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”



